The day before Commitment Sunday — Saturday, April 9 — is a day for us to come before God to acknowledge that we are
the body of Christ and to ask for God’s guidance and presence as we complete our individual Fulfilling the Vision commit-
ments at worship on Sunday, April 10.

On Saturday from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m., some members will be in our nave praying for you and for Salem. Would you pray on

Saturday too! Pray in the morning, or each hour, or at noon or in the evening — whatever works best for you!

As you spend time in prayer, be certain to thank God for all that God has done for you and for our congregation, and ask
God’s guidance in your own life and in the life of Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church. Here are some Bible texts for reflec-

tion and some possible prayer topics for you.

Gratitude to God for God’s grace and blessings

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all God’s
benefits — -who forgives all your sins, who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the grave and who crowns you with stead-
fast love and mercy, who satisfies your desires with good things so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. (Psalm 103:1-5)

Deeper trust in God
Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not rely on your own insight. In all your ways acknowledge God, and God will make
straight your paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Sensitivity to the Holy Spirit’s Guidance
But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything and remind you of all that I have
said to you. (John 14:26)

Strength for God’s mission through Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church

And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I
have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)

Discerning what God wants to do though you and through Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church
Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be
glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:20)

Financial support of Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church and “Fulfilling the Vision.”
Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God
is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough, you may share abundantly in every good

work. (2 Corinthians 9:7-8)

Unity among members of the congregation
I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and
gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of

peace. (Ephesians 4:1-3)
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Fears about this campaign, future growth and other challenges

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplications with thanksgiving, let
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever
is honorable, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of
praise, think about these things. (Philippians 4:6-8)

Perseverance and mutual support as we serve God together
So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give
up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for the good of all, and especially for

those of the family of faith. (Galatians 6:9-10)

Deeper experience of God’s love

How precious is your steadfast love, O God! All people may take refuge in the shadow of your
wings. They feast on the abundance of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your
delights. For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. (Psalm 36:7-9)

The ministries of our congregation, leaders and participants
The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors
and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, until

all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to maturity, to the
measure of the full stature of Christ. (Ephesians 4:11-13)

Pastor Haueisen and our Commitment Sunday services tomorrow

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time.
Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Discipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roar-
ing lion your adversary the devil prowls around looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast
in your faith, for you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same
kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has
called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen and establish you.

(1 Peter 5:6-10)

Pastor Roschke, his family, the leaders and staff of Salem

But we appeal to you, brothers and sisters, to respect those who labor among you, and have charge
of you in the Lord and admonish you; esteem them wvery highly in love because of their work. Be at
peace among yourselves. (1 Thessalonians 5:12-15)
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Rejoice always!
Pray without ceasing!

Give thanks in all circumstances!
This is the will of God

in Christ Jesus for you.
(1 Thessalonians 5:16-18)
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